
Environment and Heritage
Summer Survey Results

Photo credit: Jamie Turnbull



“There is now 
compelling evidence to 
show that contact with 
nature and the outdoors 
improves physical health 
and mental wellbeing. 
A review of nature-based interventions for 
mental health care (NECR204 –
09/02/2016)  



The ”Great Thinning”

60% of "priority species" having 
declined since 1970, and a 13% 
decline in the average 
abundance of species studied.

The stark warning comes from the 
latest State of Nature report, 
released on October 4th 2019  by 
a group of more than 70 
conservation charities, research 
institutions and government 
bodies.
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These policies will identify the core statutory and 
non-statutory nature conservation designations 
within the parish and seek to include the areas of 
natural and semi natural habitat surrounding and 
connecting them (buffer areas) in order to protect 
our existing green infrastructure from development.

The St Mewan adopted plan, among others, has 
created a policy similar to one that we could use 
provided that we demonstrate the importance of 
these wildlife corridors and surrounding habitats, 
identify them as local green spaces, and use the 
information you as a community have given us to  
evidence our aims.

Q14  Green Infrastructure



Green Infrastructure retains open spaces, 
links and access to open space 

Hedgerows are protected under separate 
policy, but Cornish Hedges do not always 
qualify.  

Cheryl Marriott, head of conservation at 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust said many miles of 
Cornish hedges had already vanished. “They 
are a vital element of our landscape,” she 
said. “They are being lost primarily to 
developments such as big housing or 
industrial estates.”

Source: The Guardian  05/05/2019 – Cornish hedges 
under threat from developers say Conservationists
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We must identify non designated historic assets of importance to the Parish. We can have polices that  
protect and enhance local assets, and aim to improve them, e.g. better access and conservation 
aims (subject to necessary funding).



Guide development to 
areas that avoid harm to 
historic assets and 
landscapes. 

Include design policies to 
protect and enhance 
the historic character. 





Thank you


