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Introduction 

Neighbourhood Plans can identify areas for protection as “Local Green Space” (LGS). Paragraphs 101 ‐ 102 of the National Planning Policy Framework (July, 2021) state that: 

 

101 ‐ “The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to them. Designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent 
with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or updated, and be capable of enduring 
beyond the end of the plan period.” 

102 ‐ “The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is: 

a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and, 

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.” 

 

Further guidance on the designation is set out in the National Planning Practice Guidance here ‐ https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open‐space‐sports‐and‐recreation‐facilities‐public‐rights‐of‐way‐and‐local‐green‐space#Local‐Green‐Space‐
designation .  This includes the need to contact land‐owners at an early stage to notify them of the intention to designate their land as LGS. The Steering Group has done what it can to identify land‐owners and contact them where potential 
sites which are to be suggested in the Neighbourhood Plan as LGS are not in public or community ownership.  However, this has not always been possible. The Group and Parish Council therefore looks to use the initial community consultation 
on the Plan as part of the “early stage” contact to supplement the attempts which have been made to identify and contact landowners. 

 

This Background Paper sets out the Steering Group’s assessment of potential spaces which could qualify for LGS status. The tests set out in paragraph 102 of the NPPF have been applied and we have also considered the appropriateness or not 
of the areas assessed in relation to which type of policy protection might apply based on the assessment and other work that has been done such as the Local Landscape Character Assessment and our heritage evidence base. The areas which 
we have considered qualify to be designated LGS are highlighted and feature in the Plan itself.   

In advance of the Regulation 14 Pre‐submission consultation period, we have endeavoured to contact any owners of the LGS areas where the land is in private ownership to inform them of our intention to designate the land. 
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Wednesday 25th May 2022
Objection Raised by:
The Partners: Mrs Natalie Lord, Mr Andrew Thomas and Mr Michael Thomas
of Perran Springs Holiday Park, Goonhavern, Truro, Cornwall. TR4 9QG. 
01872 540568   www.perransprings.co.uk   info@perransprings.co.uk

Dear Sir / Madam,
We were notified in conversation by a third party in late February 2022 that a significant area of our 
established holiday park had been allocated as a Local Green Space in the current pre-submission 
Perranzabuloe Draft  NDP. (Policy NE8, Local Green Space - Appendix 9, Map 11, site no.12 - incorrectly 
listed as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’). Since this date we have looked at the current Draft Neighbour-
hood Development Plan and read all the supporting documents online and to our disbelief our private 
holiday park land had indeed been allocated.

We are Raising an Objection to the Allocation of part of our holiday park,  
as a Local Green Space on the following grounds:

1. We have not knowingly been individually notified as landowners. 
We have not had any personal invitation or notification to discuss or question this allocation directly as 
part of the NDP consultation. We did receive the general info pack recently, but this still did not men-
tion us as individual landowners, or the fact that part of our holiday park had been allocated. We do 
not believe that any effort or responsibility was placed, in contacting us as owners of the holiday park. 
Surely the NDP Environment team would question why we (as private landowners) had not responded 
to them previously regarding the application, knowing that the lakes were on a holiday park and not 
on general public land.

Our Early (no.58) Incorrect Listing- as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’ with public access or community use



2. We are listed incorrectly (together with an adjacent neighbours separate lakes and another 
small strip of land) as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’.

We have never been known or indeed ever advertised as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’. We have private-
ly owned stocked coarse fishing lakes on our private land - Perran Springs Holiday Park. Our lakes are 
only used by our guests and only whilst they stay on our holiday park. We do not (past or present) offer 
access to the public at all and do not offer any day tickets for fishing. There is also no public permitted 
access onto our holiday park, or ever has been. There is no fishing membership and we are not a sports 
club. We are therefore, of no ‘Recreational Value’ to the local community whatsoever.

We are incorrectly listed as being of ‘Recreational Value’ to the local community as a ‘Sports Club’. 
We are shown below in red as No. 12 (the part outlined in yellow) and incorrectly listed as ‘School 
Pitches and Outdoor Recreation’.

Current Draft pre-submission NDP: Appendix 9: Local Green Space:
Our Current Location and Listing (NDP) - No. 12 (part outlined in yellow) and shown as 
an area of ‘school pitches and outdoor recreation’

Our Earlier (no.58) Incorrect Listings- as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’ a ‘sports club’ of ‘Recreational Value’ to the local community 
with public access

Appendix 9 – Local Green Space ‐ detailed site areas and locations 
The areas designated as Local Green Space, following our local assessment (documented in our Background Paper) are as follows: 

1)   Bakery Way Open Space; 
2)   Bolenna Park; 
3)   Bolingey Channel Walk; 
4)   Bolingey Lakes; 
5)   Bolingey Wet Woodlands and Railway Lands; 
6)   Boscawan Gardens, and Bowls Club;  
7)   Bridge Road Recreation Ground (Goonhavern Park); 
8)   Callestick Cemetery; 
9)   Cligga Sports Field; 
10)   Clock Garden 
11)   Droskyn Sundial Park; 
12)   Goonhavern Fishing Lakes; 
13)   Hendrawna Park; 
14)   Nampara Walk; 
15)   New Road Wet Woodland; 
16)   Perranporth Cricket and Football Ground; 
17)   Perranporth Inner Green; 
18)   Perranzabuloe Church churchyard; 
19)   Ponsmere Valley Sports Pitches; 
20)   Ponsmere Valley Play Area; 
21)   REMOVED; 
22)   REMOVED; 
23)   St Georges Football Field; 
24)   Tregundy Road Open Space; 
25)   Wheal Albert Marsh and Heath; and, 
26)   Wheal Anna heath 
27)   Wheal Anna woodland. 

Please use this list above as the key for the maps on the following pages. 



Our Fishing Lakes as shown on www.perransprings.co.uk - no day tickets and residents only

Our Fishing Advertising and Conditions



3. We also believe there has been a case of mistaken identity.
Across the road (B3285) and further along from our far boundary (approx 250m), there are lakes adver-
tised online as ‘Goonhavern Fishery’  and  ‘Goonhavern Coarse Lake’. This fishery also had a road sign 
(from back in 2009) advertising as ‘Goonhavern Coarse Fishing Lakes’.  These lakes are open all year to 
the public and do offer day tickets. The address of the property also has the same postcode (TR4 9QG) 
as our Perran Springs Holiday Park. Therefore, we believe that our property has been mistakenly allo-
cated as Goonhavern Fishing Lakes, which is owned and run by the recent Chairman of Perranzabuloe 
Parish Council.

Public Online Advertisements and the website for Goonhavern Fishery and their Cottages

Google Maps 2009: Showing sign for ‘Goonhavern Coarse Fishing Lakes’



4. Existing use of the allocated land (when the holiday park is open).
The land allocated is a parcel of land containing our holiday park’s lakes, which is part of our private 
business. The wider area (also allocated as a Local Green Space) is a field (we call our Lake Meadow) 
which has been used and is used as a ‘28 day’ camping field (together with other fields Badger Mead-
ow and Fox Meadow) when required. This is used under Cornwall Councils’ permitted development 
rights. We do not understand how this land when it is both required and used as part of a business can 
justifiably be allocated as a Local Green Space.

The Perranzabuloe Draft NDP showing the listing criteria and the whole meadow in red (outlined in yellow)  
and our fishing lakes in blue (not to scale)

Our Park Map - showing the whole field of the Lake Meadow
- outlined in yellow (not to scale) Lake Meadow

(28 day)

Fox Meadow
(28 day)Badger Meadow

(28 day) and existing
planning for 27 statics

Storage Yard

Neighbours Land 
and Lakes 

(not owned 
by Perran Springs)

Other Land - owner unknown

Perran Springs 
Lake Meadow

25



5. Existing use of the allocated land (when the holiday park is closed).
The land allocated as a Local Green Space is used by our own family when the park is closed. We do 
not allow any members of the public to access the land. Whilst we are closed there are obviously no 
holidaymakers on-site. Both Andrew Thomas and Richard Lord (who live on-site) hold firearms licenc-
es for a .22 live ammo rifle and a shotgun and have done so for 20 years. This allocated Lake Mead-
ow (marked in Perranzabuloe NDP as no.12 on map 11 - appendix 9 - Local Green Space)  is used for 
shooting when we are closed. Allocating this land as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’  and as of  ‘Special’ 
‘Recreational Value’  to the local community, without discussions with our family, is negligent, irrespon-
sible and potentially dangerous.

CPRE: Local Green Spaces Report - Feb 2022



6. Future development of the land allocated as a Local Green Space.
There is currently a live planning application regarding our holiday park on Cornwall Council’s Online 
Planning Portal. The draft designated Local Green Space covers an area which is included in the rede-
velopment of our park (part 12) - we do not own any of part 25 - see previous NDP Map. This is known 
to the Steering Group of the Perranzabuloe (NDP), as a member of the group C.AZ is listed on the NDP 
website as a Focus Group Lead of Environment and Heritage. This lady is also a relatively close neigh-
bour of ours and has objected publicly online to the planning application concerning our holiday park. 
She has used the Green Space allocation in her writing as a reason to refuse the application, despite 
the fact that until the NDP is ‘made’ it should not be used to determine any planning application. We 
believe these comments are a conflict of interest and are unprofessional.

Contacts publicly listed on the NDP website

C.AZ public objection to the current planning application con-
cerning our holiday park (inc the draft allocated green space)

Cornwall Council - Neighbourhood Planning Document 
- when the Neighbourhood Plan is ‘made’ and can be 
implemented

Our Early (no.58) Incorrect Listing- as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’  - if ‘landowner has no intention of developing the area’



7. The whole field is allocated as a Local Green Space.

Whilst we can understand, that despite our Fishing Lakes being private and not open to the public, 
there would be agreement that to remove or intentionally damage the actual lakes would be detri-
mental to the environment. We are not against some form of protection of the Fishing Lakes them-
selves. However, the allocation as a Local Green Space is not needed or justifiable in any way. The pub-
lic should also be made aware that the lakes are and remain private due to the reasons given above.

In Conclusion.
We would have appreciated the opportunity to put our comments forward on the allocation of our 
private land at an earlier stage, but have no choice but to now raise an objection to the allocation in 
this current pre-submission Draft NDP.  We feel this allocation process has not been carried out in an 
honest or transparent manner. We feel the points we have made in this correspondence are valid and 
should be taken into account, including with reference to the ongoing planning application of Perran 
Springs Holiday Park.

Therefore, the Local Green Space Allocation (NE8: Appendix 9 - Map 11, site no.12)  
of our Lake Meadow (incorrectly listed as ‘Goonhavern Fishing Lakes’) must now be removed from the  
Perranzabuloe Neighbourhood Plan.

Kind Regards,
Mrs Natalie Lord
(on behalf of all partners of Perran Springs Holiday Park)

Addendum: Mon 30th May
Since writing the above letter, we have received in the post (on Saturday 28th May) the first and only 
individual notification that our land is to be allocated as a local green space. This letter is copied on the 
following pages. This was addressed to my brother Mr A Thomas. My dad (Michael Thomas) and myself 
(Natalie Lord) have still not received any notification.

The letter received supports the issues we have raised above, as it shows that the request for the title 
plan of our Lake Meadow was made on 9th May 2022. We do not understand why this was done so 
needlessly late in the (NDP) process, when our land may have been initially allocated as far back as 
2020 and members of the steering group, environment and heritage focus group and the parish coun-
cil know where our lakes are located and their purpose.  Some members are also personally aware of 
us and that we live on-site as owners of Perran Springs.

Addendum: Mon 6th June
As the letter received (mentioned above) did not state a deadline date for our comments to be  
received, we left a telephone message for Mr William Rogers and he kindly returned our call on  
Thursday 2nd June. We would like to thank Mr Rogers for his time in replying to us and for clarifying 
the deadline date for comments as the 17th June. We stated to him that we would be objecting and he 
said that he understood why we may choose to object and that there was a possibility that the green 
space allocation potentially could be removed.



Letter Received Saturday 28th May 2022
(4 pages)








